The first idea was that the membranes had ruptured early and high up, thus allowing the escape of a portion of the liquor amnii, and that the foetal head had then descended further, so as to plug up the opening, while there still preceded it a bag of membranes, which became more tense with every pain. A more careful examination, however, showed that this could not be the true state of matters, but that the bag was undoubtedly connected closely with the foetal head, and that the case must therefore be one of meningocele.
The pains continued strong and frequent, and the head rapidly descended in the pelvis, being, however, always preceded by this large tense bag of fluid, which eventually came to be protruded from the vulva as a pear-shaped body, while the head was still some way up the vagina. This bag now exactly resembled the condition of affairs which is occasionally seen when the bag of membranes remains unruptured until the head is almost born. 
